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asylum seekers are stranded in NSW without power as
a result of the state's catastrophic storm this week,
including more than a dozen Syrian families. The NSW
Office of the Commissioner for Refugee Rights
received several complaints from asylum seekers and
refugees in NSW who had been cut off from their
power and phone networks for the past three days as
the storm took hold. "The recent storm has affected
several hundred people around Australia. The most
vulnerable have been cut off from power and
communications due to the height of the storm and
prolonged windy conditions. "It is especially tragic to
see this as several hundred Syrian families have been
cut off for several days, and the storm was forecast to
last for several more days." Seventeen-year-old Zachs
developed a "severe cough" during the storm and is
unable to move around to eat, drink or take care of
himself. ( ABC News: Michael McKernan ) The office
has contacted the Department of Home Affairs and
Immigration department to ensure the refugees are
being cared for and give them the support they
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